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project was given 60 days for its out-
come. However, despite this attempt, 
the very same month a squadron of 
Chilean armed police, or 
‘‘carabineros,’’ arrived on Easter Is-
land, signaling the beginning of a 6- 
month-long violent conflict between 
the local inhabitants and the police 
forces that the Chilean Government 
sent to Easter Island. 

On September 7, the troops forcibly 
evicted the Hito clan from the Hotel 
Hanga Roa grounds. The evictions that 
took place on September 7 are well 
documented. And I must say, Mr. 
Speaker, not a very pleasant experi-
ence in reading some of the experiences 
of some of these young people. For ex-
ample, these four children, ages 9, 7, 5, 
and 3; Mr. Eddie Hito, the father. And 
the children stated, ‘‘My family was all 
sleeping at 5 in the morning when I 
heard a loud noise. Then 20 armed po-
licemen entered into our room and held 
both my wife and I at gunpoint. I heard 
one officer radio that there were chil-
dren, but his superior radioed back to 
proceed on with no mercy. In jail, they 
made us register all the children and 
forced us to sign forms.’’ 

Another testimony. A nine-year old 
daughter said that when she awoke, po-
lice were aiming their guns at her and 
her younger brother. ‘‘They overturned 
my mattress where I was sleeping with 
my brother, making me hit my head. 
The police threw me from the bed. 
They pulled my arm and threw me out-
side into their truck.’’ 

The mother stated, ‘‘The police 
didn’t even give me a chance to dress 
the children nor myself. In that little 
time I took the two little ones. And 
without shoes, we were rushed and 
thrown into the police trucks and 
taken to the jails.’’ 
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‘‘Only 2 weeks prior to this, the po-
lice had come to the children’s school 
to present themselves as helpers and 
protectors. Now my kids are presented 
with the complete opposite. They see it 
as the police abusing their family. Now 
they don’t want to go back to school or 
even to leave their homes. They don’t 
want to go to school. They are worried. 
Every night they ask me if everything 
is locked up because they are afraid 
that the police will break in again and 
hurt them.’’ 

Another testimony from Mr. Claudio 
Hito with his two children, ages 12 and 
8 months. The mother made this state-
ment: 

‘‘There were at least three policemen 
holding us at gunpoint. Claudio took 
the baby, and they still held us at gun-
point. My boy was at the other end of 
the room. The police were shining a 
light in his face and hitting his chest 
with their beating stick. They hit him 
until he woke up. He woke up dis-
oriented and they ordered him to hurry 
up. 

‘‘The police physically threw us out, 
while threatening us. I had to change 
the baby in the police truck. I was 

using my cell phone light to change 
her, and they started to yell at me to 
turn off my phone, so I had to use the 
little light that seeped through the 
doors. And through the crack in the 
door I saw tons of policemen gathered 
outside.’’ 

After the September 7 incident of 
last year, more evictions were con-
ducted. The picture here is showing a 
man with a forehead wound. 

Susan Hito made this statement in 
terms with her children, the same 
thing, being physically abused and 
physically assaulted by the police. 
These natives, Rapa Nuians, were com-
pletely taken by surprise in terms of 
the action taken by the police forces of 
the Chilean Government. 

Mr. Speaker, this past Thursday, last 
week, Senator DANIEL AKAKA and I 
issued a joint letter to the President of 
Chile, Mr. Sebastian Pinera, expressing 
our concern over the situation unfold-
ing in Rapa Nui or Easter Island, citing 
the failure of the Ministry of the Inte-
rior to seriously consider the legiti-
mate land ownership claims of the peo-
ple of Rapa Nui; the criminal prosecu-
tions of Rapa Nui political leaders for 
their involvement in peaceful dem-
onstration; and the ongoing dispropor-
tionate use of force by Chilean Special 
Forces against the people of Rapa Nui. 

Mr. Speaker, the point is this: This is 
the year 2011, and this type of treat-
ment should not be happening. But un-
fortunately, Mr. Speaker, it is hap-
pening. As I stated before, Chile’s cur-
rent relationship with Easter Island is 
disputed, unclear, and highly question-
able. However, there is a choice to be 
made in how to address the many legal, 
policy and human rights issues that 
have stemmed from this unfortunate 
relationship. 

I appeal to the Government of Chile 
to begin a dialogue for ways to help the 
Rapa Nui people achieve self-deter-
mination, economic self-sufficiency, 
and preservation of culture. We can 
learn, for example, how the Govern-
ment of Nicaragua treated its people, 
the indigenous people of the Miskito 
tribe. We can learn from government- 
to-government relations how our own 
government has treated some 600 tribes 
here in the United States and in the 
same way that we ought to learn how 
we could better treat the people of 
Rapa Nui. 

Mr. Speaker, just a few weeks ago, 
the President of the United States, 
Barack Obama, gave the State of the 
Union message in which he mentioned 
Chile twice. First of all, he mentioned 
the efforts of an American who owned 
a small company that helped develop a 
special machine that helped save the 
lives of these 33 Chileans who were 
stuck in the mines. This man used his 
skills to save a group of people whom 
he had never met. In fact, even to the 
time when these 33 Chileans came out 
of mine, he took off for the United 
States, never bothered wanting to be 
recognized. President Obama also men-
tioned that in an effort to strengthen 

our ties with Latin America, he will 
visit three countries next month to dis-
cuss business relations and trade, one 
of which is Chile. This effort on the 
part of President Obama in Chile is 
geared towards strengthening our Na-
tion’s relationship with Latin America, 
and particularly our bilateral relations 
with Chile. 

I appeal to President Pinera to advo-
cate for a more positive approach for 
partnership and dialogue with the in-
digenous people of Easter Island or 
Rapa Nui. The Rapa Nui people are in 
danger of being exterminated from 
their own lands. 

Mr. Speaker, this seemingly peaceful 
island, which is known throughout the 
world for its mysterious moai stone 
statues, is no longer so peaceful. Let 
me conclude my remarks by making 
this special appeal, personal appeal to 
the Minister of Interior, the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Chile and more es-
pecially to the Honorable President of 
Chile, His Excellency Sebastian Pinera, 
to address the problems affecting the 
people of Easter Island or Rapa Nui. 

It is my honest belief that the indige-
nous people of Easter Island do not 
wish to do any harm against the some 
17 million people living in Chile. In 
fact, there are only 2,500 Easter Island-
ers who remain on the island. Nor is 
there ever a possibility that the people 
of Easter Island will ever pose a threat 
to the military and strategic or na-
tional security interests of the Chilean 
Government or its people. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I make this per-
sonal appeal to President Pinera. I ask 
for a true demonstration of his leader-
ship and capacity to exercise fair judg-
ment and above all show common de-
cency towards the safety and welfare of 
probably the most helpless people who 
currently live on this planet, a people 
who centuries ago were among the 
greatest in the world as navigators and 
voyagers of the Pacific region, a people 
whom scientists today can still marvel 
at their ability to build statues cut 
from stones weighing hundreds of tons, 
a people who only ask to be treated as 
any other human being would like to 
be treated. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
By unanimous consent, leave of ab-

sence was granted to: 
Mr. CRAWFORD (at the request of Mr. 

CANTOR) for today on account of family 
medical reasons. 

Mr. HANNA (at the request of Mr. 
CANTOR) for today on account of in-
clement weather. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 
Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 

reported and found truly enrolled a bill 
of the House of the following title, 
which was thereupon signed by the 
Speaker: 

H.R. 366. An act to provide for an addi-
tional temporary extension of programs 
under the Small Business Act and the Small 
Business Investment Act of 1958, and for 
other purposes. 
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